
 
 
 

Explore: What We Believe 
 

Learn: How We Celebrate 
& How We Live Out Our 

Faith 
 

Focus: Our Relationship  
With God 

 

Grow: How We Join  
In Community 

Every year the Catholic Church welcomes thousands of new 
members through a process known as RCIA. The letters stand 

for Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, and through the 
RCIA, interested men, women and children come to know the 
presence of God in their lives. The RCIA process allows us as a 
parish community to welcome new “family members” into our 
community. During the weeks of instruction and preparation 
that are part of the RCIA process, the parish family supports 
their entry into the Church, prays for them, and helps them   
understand Catholic prayer, worship, beliefs and activities.  

RCIA meets on Sundays  
from after the 11:00a.m.               

Mass until 2:30p.m. 
 

in the Small School Building 
(formerly GISD) 

Lunch  
is  

provided 

Time and Place Topics  

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What if I have  
to miss a class? 

 

Family comes first. If you need to 
miss a class, make sure you contact 
the director for instruction on 
missed material, and to possibly  
arrange for a make-up session. 

Besides class, what else 
am I expected to do? 

 

You are expected to attend all  
sessions, practices, reflections, rites, 
RCIA-attended masses, and a  
retreat.  
 

There are also many things that I 
would encourage you to do, such as: 
 Encounter: First Friday of the 

Month at 6:30p.m. 
 The Alpha Experience 
 Join a Small Group 
 Get Involved in a Ministry 
 Pray Everyday 
 Ask Questions 
 Read About the Lives of the 

Saints 
 Listen to Christian / Catholic 

Radio 
 Share your Testimony 

How do I know when I 
am ready to be Catholic? 

 

This is a great and tough question, 
because the personal answer varies. 
In general, you know you are ready 
to be Catholic when you are ready 
to Be the Church. Becoming  
Catholic is not about joining a club, 
but about serving, tithing, engaging, 
praying, participating in  
sacraments, and sharing our faith 
with others. When you desire to do 
these things, then you are ready to 
ask the Holy Spirit for the gifts to 
do God’s work in your world. 

Can I bring my kids  
or a friend to class? 

 

Yes to both! If your children are old 
enough to sit through class, then 
they are welcome to come. Also, any 
guests who want to learn more are 
encouraged to attend.  
Unfortunately, we do not offer  
daycare for young children, please 
make your own arrangements. 

Once I become  
Catholic, then what? 

 

After the Easter Vigil, we will have 
several more sessions to help you in 
your next steps. The RCIA is not 
just about gaining knowledge, but 
growing in relationship with God 
AND HIS CHURCH! Involvement 
in parish life is essential to your 
faith journey. Statistically, 75% of 
new Catholics leave within 1 year of 
their initiation. Make a plan for 
how you will stay connected, and 
we’ll be here each step of the way. 



Inquiry and  
Precatechumenate 

Subject: The Creed 
 

Rite of Acceptance 
 

Catechumenate 
Subjects: Sacraments 

and 10 Commandments 
 

Rite of Sending 
 

Rite of Election 
 

Purification and  
Enlightenment 

Subject: Prayer 
 

Penitential Rite 
 

1st Scrutiny 
 

2nd Scrutiny 
 

3rd Scrutiny 
 

!!Easter Vigil!! 
 

Mystagogy 
Subject: Joining in  
Community Life 

RCIA Process 

Sponsor  
Requirements: 

 +16 Years Old 
 Confirmed Catholic 
 A good model of the 

Catholic faith 
 Attend all classes with 

you 
 Meet you during week 

 
You will need a sponsor  
as soon as classes begin 

Sponsor Info 

 
 
 
Before each RCIA session on Sun-
days, you will be expected to talk/
meet with your sponsor to go over 

the material assigned for that week. 
 

Before You Meet 
1. Watch “Echo” Video 
2. Pray/Reflect/Journal 

3. Read Chapter(s) 
 

While You Meet 
1. Discuss 

2. Pray 
 

After You Meet 
1. Email Questions 

Session Prep 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

If I join the class, do I 
have to become Catholic? 

 

No. Everyone’s faith journey looks 
different. You may not be ready to 
join the church when all of our  
sessions are completed, and that’s 
okay. You are more than welcome to 
continue with us for as long as you 
would like. 

What if I have a really 
tough question? 

 

If you have a hard question, or if 
you are nervous about asking in 
front of everyone, simply write it 
down and we’ll answer it at the end 
of class. or feel free to email or call 
the director, or make an  
appointment. 

Can I get baptized again? 
 

No. The Catholic Church  
recognizes baptisms from other 
Christian communities as valid, as 
long as they are as Christ  
instructed: “In the name of the  
Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit”, with flowing water.  
 
If you are unsure if your baptism is 
valid, contact the church where 
you were baptized for clarification. 

Why can’t I receive  
communion yet? 

 

The Church teaches that you have 
to be in communion in order to receive 
communion. Being in communion 
means that you are in friendship 

with God and His church. In other 

words, you need to be without grave 

sin, and you must have professed 

your adherence to the Catholic 

Church, its teachings, and authority.  

When do I go  
to confession? 

 

If you are validly baptized, you will 
be required to go to confession  
before your initiation at the Easter 
Vigil. If you are not baptized, you 
are not required to go to confession 
until after the Easter Vigil. In both 
cases, you must go to confession 
after the Easter Vigil as needed  
before receiving communion. 

What about my  
previous marriage? 

 

If you or your spouse have ever been 
married before, you must make an 
appointment with the director to 
talk about the annulment process. 
Please do this as soon as possible, as 
it may delay your initiation into the 
Catholic Church. If you are  
divorced, but not remarried, you 
may not need to go through an  
annulment. 


