
 

 

 

September 2017 

 

Dear Parents, 

Here we are again at the start of another Religious Education year. On behalf of all our volunteers and 

staff, let me to express how blessed we are to be partnering with you for your children’s faith formation. 

I thank the Lord and commend you for your commitment to pass on the faith to the next generation. For 

our part, our commitment is to do everything we can to assist you in raising your children as true 

missionary disciples and, I am proud to say, that we have a team of catechists who have the faith and 

gifts to help make this happen. 

Our main thrust moving forward is to help equip and give you more opportunities to be part of your 

child(ren)’s religious education here at Holy Redeemer. We are more convinced than ever of the idea 

that faith is more caught at home than it is taught in school. We’ve been working hard to find creative 

ways to do this and I look forward to sharing these ideas with you at our Parent Orientation on the 

first day of class, Sunday, September 24, 2017 (See the attached calendar and/or flier for more details 

about this). 

As we have in the past, we will be offering different class options that will hopefully work with your 

schedules and needs. Due to schedule conflicts, we will not be offering Wednesday evening classes 

this year but you will still be able to choose between weekly Sunday morning (for children who have 

not yet received first communion), Sunday evening and monthly Whole Family programs. Refer to the 

attached descriptions as well as this year’s Religious Education calendar to help you make the best 

choice for your family. Please fill out the registration form and either mail (using the self-addressed 

envelope included in this packet – if you are receiving this letter by mail) or turn it in at the welcome 

desk during the weekend Masses or the parish office during regular work hours. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly at 810-244-1693 for any questions or concerns you might 

have.  

I look forward to seeing all of you and your children when Religious Education Classes begin in the fall. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Raffy Urgino 

Director of Religious Education and Evangelization 

Holy Redeemer Catholic Church  

1227 E. Bristol Road, Burton, MI 48529 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAMS 2017-2018 

Holy Redeemer Catholic Church 
 

WEEKLY SUNDAY MORNING (11AM-12:15PM / once a month parent involvement) 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 1 (for Pre K-1st Grade) and Level 2 (1st-2nd Grade) or “CGS” is 

a Montessori style method of teaching the faith that is very hands on and intuitive for children in a 

prayerful environment called an Atrium. In over 50 years since Sofia Cavalletti (a colleague of Maria 

Montessori) developed the method, CGS has proven to be effective in giving children moments of 

learning that nurture a love for Jesus, for his Church and a deeper appreciation for the Mass. 

2nd Grade Conventional Classroom (Rm 106) 

will incorporate fun and engaging lessons following the Hands-on Bible curriculum with additional 

catechetical points based on the monthly Whole Family Catechesis topics.  

 

WEEKLY SUNDAY EVENING (6:15-7:30PM / once a month parent involvement) 

1st -8th Grade Conventional Classroom  

will incorporate fun and engaging lessons based on RCL Benzinger Faith First textbooks (for 1st & 2nd 

Grade), Hand on Bible (3rd/4th & 5t/6th Grade) and LifeTeen/EDGE (7th-8th Grade) curricula with 

additional lessons based on the monthly Whole Family Catechesis topics. 

 

MONTHLY SUNDAY MORNING (9-10:45AM for Students & parents) 

Pre-K to 8th Grade Whole Family Catechesis Format  

Whole Family Catechesis is held on the 1st Sunday of the month from October to May. It begins with 

a family meal, prayer and then students are led to their classrooms while parents are instructed on 

the month’s topic and follow-up home discussions. 

• Parents whose children are specifically registered for Whole Family Catechesis will 

demonstrate their children’s grasp of the topic by submitting “weekly home discussion 

assignments” at the following month’s meeting. (Note: apart from the great value of 

teaching the faith at home, this also helps fulfill the diocesan required number of religious 

education classes each year). 

 

 

NOTE: FOR CHILDREN PREPARING FOR 1ST COMMUNION 
All students preparing for first communion will come together for three additional sacramental prep 

meetings. More information will be given about this at the Parent Orientation on the first day of class. 


